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Possible excess quantities of semaglutide
(Ozempic) and setting preset quantities in GP
practice systems

Background

Semaglutide (Ozempic) is a GLP-1 agonist, used to treat type 2 diabetes. It comes
as a pre-filled pen and is used weekly. Each of these pens contains four doses and a
single pen will last for one month. However, there have been some reports that
prescribers are requesting four pens per month in error. This is unlikely to be
required and likely to be caused by the dose and quantity being confused on a
picking list. Taking steps to reduce overprescribing in quantities of semaglutide will
help to contribute to a reduction in unnecessary NHS spend.

Setting preset quantities in SystmOne

In SystmOne, users can add preset dosage and quantity information for specific
drugs into a system formulary. When selecting a drug to prescribe, and if the drug is
present in any of the formularies, it will give you the option to use that preset to
autofill the dosage and quantity fields for that drug, as below.

Select Medication Details X

Selectthe dose, quantity and issue duration for Ozempic 1mg/0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens (Novo
Nordisk Ltd) from the available presets

Source Dose v Quantity Issue Duration
Multilex Defaults use as directed 1 device 0
drug formulary Use as directed. Report 1 pre-filled disposable injection 1

immediately any feeling unwell,
thirst, excessive urination or fever
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Changing the consultation date will affect all other data entered. To avoid this, cancel and press the ‘Next button  ide warning

Medication start |Fri 17 Feb 2023 hd

Drug prescribed ﬁ i E E Ozempic 1mgi0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens (Movo Mordis. . b‘:ﬁ: 1 OrFs

Script type O NHS lzsue @ Private lssue O Instalment Dispenzed lssue
Dose LJse as directed. Reportimmediately any feeling unwell, thirs| &% i Times & Doses
Total quantity @ Number 1  device = |1 pre-filed disposable injection

O Packs

You can access the SystmOne formularies by clicking on Setup, Prescribing, and
Formularies. If you have a system formulary setup, you can add drugs to it using the
“Add Drug” button, alternatively you can create a new formulary using the “New
Formulary” button. The “Import/Export” button will allow you to import externally
created formularies.

You can add semaglutide and Ozempic to an existing formulary or create a new one
which contains them alone. If they are not present in any system formulary, then the
guantity will default to 1.
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Formularies Formulary Drugs

Formulary v F... L.. | Drug v

Ardens Formulary @ # Adcortyl Intra-articular / Intradermal 50mg/5ml suspension for injection vials (Bristol-Myers Squit
Cormnwall Formulary ® Chirocaine 25mg/10mi solution for injection ampoules (AbbVie Lid)

Surgery Formulary E ChloraPrep solution 3ml applicators (Becton, Dickinson UK Ltd)

High Risk (System Wide) @ Q] Dafilon suture 2gauge 45cm length with 24mm 3/8 curved reverse cutting needle C0932353 Blu

#® Depo-Medrone 40mg/1ml suspension for injection vials (Pfizer Ltd)
# Depo-Medrone 80mg/2mi suspension for injection vials (Pfizer Ltd)

The below OptimiseRx prompt will show when prescribing Ozempic or Semaglutide
to advise about prescribing an appropriate quantity.

OptimiseRx Warnings for Ozempic 0.5mg/0.37ml solution for injection 1.5ml pre-filled pens (Novo Nordisk Ltd) X

14 w Expand Al } Collapse Al

Ensure an appropriate quantity of semaglutide is prescribed as each pre-filled disposable device/pen
* contains 4 once weekly doses (28-day supply)

* This is supported by the product literature
References electronic Medicines Compendium

hy is this warning showing?
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Setting preset quantities in EMIS

In EMIS, if you enter a dosage that isn’t recognised against that drug, it will ask you
to provide further details about the quantity and dose. Once you save these details,
you can recall them again under the same drug by using the drop-down menu under
Dosage which will then populate the quantity and duration fields.
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NHS No.
I
Name |Ozempic 1mg/0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filed pens (Novo Nordisk Ltd) v| Pack Details b
Description Price Supplier
Dosage |Use s directed once weekly ~] 1 pre-filled disposable injection £73.25 Novo Nordisk...
Quantity l:l pre-filed disposable injection Duration 28 Day(s)
Rx Types Acute ~| |Dosage X
» s ———— The dosage "Use as directed once weekly” is not recognised. Provide
Authorising Clinician details of the dosage below:
Quantity Per |Months +~ Unit | pre-filad dispo!
rescription Information <
Warnings Drug Information  Current Medication Save detais Ignore
Selected Drug - Ozempic 1mg/0.74ml solution|

¥ Report All Adverse Reactions To The MHRA
Contains - Semaglutide 1 mg/0.74 ml

MNarme |Ozempic 1mg/0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filed pens (Movo Nordisk Ltd) v|
Dosage | |v

A Use as directed once weekly (1 pre-filed disposable injection) Remove
Quantity = ,
Rx Types Acute ~

M1 orivmta M1 Dareanslhe_adminickarad

EMIS does not include a default quantity and will leave the quantity field blank unless
a preset is chosen, or a pack size is selected from the pack details screen.

The below OptimiseRx prompt will show when prescribing Ozempic or semaglutide
to advise about prescribing an appropriate quantity.

X

FDB OptimiseR;

| Best practice guidance

Selected drug- Ozempic 1mg/0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens (Novo Nordisk Ltd)

™ @ Semaglutide 1mg/0.74ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled device is in limited supply and
may be out of stock; consider prescribing an alternative for new patients.

+| @ Ensure an appropriate quantity of semaglutide is prescribed as each pre-filled disposable
— device/pen contains 4 once weekly doses (28-day supply).
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